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SUMMERMUSIC LUNDSBERG 2026 

FAMILY & FRIENDS – PRESENTATION CONCERT PROGRAMME 

FESTIVAL THEME 2026 = LJUS / LIGHT 

Wednesday 8. July 2026 19:00 Lundsberg’s Church 
 

Musicians: Gitta-Maria Sjöberg, soprano, Matti Borg, piano, Markus Borg, tenor, Anton 
Doppelbauer, Damian Muller, Jernej Cigler, Martin Reiser, French horn, Gion Vezzini, guitar, 
Maria Jacobson Picasso, soprano, Elena Jordan Ljungqvist, piano, Silvio Merazzi, trumpet, 
Colin Soldati, violin, Max Merazzi-Jacobson, piano.  
Concept: Karin Merazzi-Jacobson 
 

Good evening and welcome to the fourth concert in our chamber music series here 
at Summermusic Lundsberg. As usual, I should first like to thank the Foundation 
Lundsbergs Skola who puts all infrastructures at our disposal and many thanks to all 
other partners and sponsors who make this festival possible.  
Please remember to give your contribution to this event as you leave the building. 

 

Presentation 1:  Good evening and welcome to the concert FAMILY & FRIENDS! 
This concert has become a tradition not only for me and my family.  I’m sure there 
are many in the audience also returning here, year after year.  This year, FAMILY & 
FRIENDS will also assemble some light and happy memories with a couple of music 
works returning in a new version. One of them is Alphorn by Richard Strauss, which 
Maria, Silvio och Max performed here in 2022. Instead of the trumpet version, we’ll 
hear the original version of the dramatic and melancholy, romantic composition, 
written for high voice, French horn and piano. This early work by Richard and the 
poem which he used asks the question: From where does this tune come, which 
touches me deep in my heart, as I stand there all alone and look out over the valley?  

Richard Strauss (1864-1949) / text Justinus Kerner (1786-1862) Alphorn (1878) 
Maria Jacobson Picasso, soprano, Jernej Cigler, French horn, Elena Jordan 
Lungqvist piano. 

Presentation 2: NATURE ROMANTICISM is a theme also to be found in the works 
of Gustaf Fröding, one of the famous poets from Värmland, Sweden. But there is 
also MYSTICISM, a good deal of HUMOUR, and, of course, LOVE! My father, Matti 
Borg, has set 15 poems by Fröding to music and we shall hear my mother, Gitta-
Maria Sjöberg, sing to of these.  

The first song – Titania – is a nature and phantasy narrative and one of Fröding’s 
most popular poems, creating a very charming, playful and burlesque atmosphere. It 
is inspired by Shakespeare’s Fairy Queen, but in Fröding’s version, based on nature 
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romanticism, Titania is turned into a rather Swedish, nocturnal female figure dancing 
in the meadows in the moonlight.  

Matti Borg (*1956) Ur 15 sånger till dikter av Gustaf Fröding (2007) 
Gitta-Maria Sjöberg, soprano, Elen Jordan Ljungqvist, piano 
ii Titania 

Presentation 3: The second song - En Vårfästmö (A Spring Betrothed) – is about 
the sparkle in the eye and the flame of sensual love being lit, as a young woman 
appears in the sunshine a morning in the month of May.  

Matti Borg (*1956) Ur 15 sånger till dikter av Gustaf Fröding (2007)  
Gitta-Maria Sjöberg, soprano, Elen Jordan Ljungqvist, piano 
iv En Vårfästmö 

Presentation 4: The next song keeps us in nature romanticism and this time it’s 
about saying goodbye. On board a ship, the voyage starts on a stream which flows 
into a dark, cold and agitated sea. Home and the beloved person disappear 
irrevocably. When land is no more in sight, it helps to turn your eyes to the mild glow 
of the stars that remind you of the loving look in the eyes of your dearest. 

Franz Schubert (1797-1828) / text Ludwig Rellstab (1799-1860): Auf dem Strom  
Maria Jacobson Picasso, soprano, Anton Doppelbauer, French horn, Elena Jordan 
Ljungqvist, piano  

Presentation 5. There’s a lot of vocal music as we celebrate the seventh edition of 
Summermusic Lundsberg. But there are also wind instruments and string 
instruments. We have already heard two French horns. Silvio’s trumpet has been 
part of the concert FAMILY & FRIENDS ever since the festival pilot project 2019. 
Tonight he and Max play two movements from the Suite for Trumpet and Jazz Piano 
by the French jazz pianist and composer Claude Bolling. Silvio’s absolute favourite 
and model trumpet player, the Frenchman Maurice André, recorded this suite in 
1981.  

Claude Bolling (1930-2010): from Toot Suite for Trumpet and Jazz Piano (1980)  
Silvio Merazzi, trumpet, Max Merazzi-Jacobson, piano 

iii Rag-Polka 
v Vesperale 

Presentation 5: At this point in the programme, Manob Tagore - the great-grandson 
of the Indian poet Rabindranath Tagore who awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature 
1913 - should have recited selected sequences from the poem Fireflies by his great-
grandfather. Due to illness in the family in India, Manob is however unable to be with 
us as planned. He and his wife, Nivedita Parh, should also have participated in the 
festival art- and arts & crafts exhibition, where they would have shown handwoven 
textiles from their company Blue Valley.  It is indeed Blue Valley that is behind this 
year’s stage presents.  
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So I have promised to step in and recite the poem replacing Manob Tagore, first in 
English and then in the Swedish translation (1927) by the Swedish author and film 
producer Prince Wilhelm. Rabindranath Tagore finished the collection of poems 
exactly 100 years ago. It consists of 256 epigrams and short verses, perhaps also 
‘words of wisdom’ rather than just poetry. And ‘fireflies’ here represent the Light of 
Hope, small, small flecks of light in the darkness.  

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) Fireflies (1926) 
Markus Borg, recitation 

My fancies are fireflies, —  
Specks of living light  
twinkling in the dark.  
 
The voice of wayside pansies, 
that do not attract the careless glance,  
murmurs in these desultory lines.  
 
In the drowsy dark caves of the mind  
dreams build their nest with fragments  
dropped from day's caravan.  
 
Spring scatters the petals of flowers  
that are not for the fruits of the future,  
but for the moment's whim. 
 
"Let me light my lamp," says the star,  
“and never debate if it will help to remove the darkness.” 
 
Swedish translation 
Mina drömmar är eldflugor - 
gnistor av levande ljus 
som skimrar I mörkret. 
 
Samma stämma talar 
ur dessa hastigt nedkastade rader 
när livets brokiga följe drar förbi. 
 
I själens dunkla grottor 
reder drömmarna sitt näste 
med skärvor av föremål 
som tappats från dagens karavan. 
 
“Låt mig tända min lampa,” säger stjärnan, 
och fråga aldrig om det kommer att hjälpa att skingra mörkret.” 
 
Presentation 6: After the next song, there will be an interval of 20 minutes to stretch 
our legs and get something to drink and a little snack downstairs.  But before the 
interval, I should like to sing one of my favourite Musical Theatre Max accompanies 
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me on the piano.  
When nature and the world around you become too threatening and loneliness gets 
you down, maybe the Light of Hope can be found by turning your eyes upon the sky 
with the light of the stars? The Light of Hope is also present in the next song. It is 
about love and about love’s flame ignited at the very first moment you meet. Leonard 
Bernstein and Stephan Sondheim have captured this moment so masterly in West 
Side Story.  
 
Leonard Bernstein: Maria from West Side Story (1957) 
Markus Borg, tenor, Max Merazzi-Jacobson, piano 

INTERVAL 

George Gershwin (1898-1937): Someone to Watch Over Me (1926) – part 1 
Arr. Jonathan Bhatia & Madeleine A. Lee 
Silvio Merazzi, trumpet, Martin Reiser, French horn, Max Merazzi- Jacobson, piano  

Video greeting from China with Rebeca and Lucy  

George Gershwin (1898-1937): Someone to Watch Over Me (1926) – part 1 

Presentation 7: Those of you, who were at the concert Monday evening, now know 
that the guitar technique, which Gion Vezzini so skilfully employs, is based on 
playing with your finger-tips, with your nails or with so called hacks attached to your 
fingers. This way of playing the guitar means that you play both a melody, a bassline 
and an accompaniment at the same time. Gion’s grand inspiration is Tommy 
Emmanuel, the incredibly skilled fingerstyle guitarist from Australia. Gion will now 
play another very well-known tune, Amazing Grace. The story behind Amazing 
Grace is fascinating. John Newton, who wrote the text at the end of the 18th century, 
was involved in brutal slave trade. But he then experienced a deep, spiritual turning 
point in his life. A man, who has seen and done the worst of things, here speaks 
about receiving the greatest mercy – to be forgiven and to find the light when 
everything seems to be lost.  

John Newton / arr. Tommy Emmanuel: Amazing Grace (1779) 
Gion Vezzini, fingerstyle guitar  

Presentation 8: 
It is now my great pleasure to welcome both my parents to the podium to perform 
FAMILY & FRIENDS concert. We’re all three of us going to sing a song in Danish 
from a song cycle called Lykkedag with texts by Juiane Preisler and music by my 
father, Matti Borg. The song is called Aften and bescribes the atmosphere an 
evening at sunset, the waves gently lapping against the sea shore and everything 
beoming still and peaceful. 

Matti Borg (*1956) Aften from the song cycle Lykkedag (1997) 
Gitta-Maria Sjöberg, sopran, Markus Borg, tenor, Matti Borg, bariton & piano 



 5 

Presentation 9: Antonin Dvořák also creates a special atmosphere using moonlight. 
In his opera Rusalka - a melancoly modern fable - the Water Nymph in Slavic 
mythology has fallen in love with a human prince. This love is however forbidden and 
impossible and the opera has a tragic end as Ruslaka dies.  In her Song to the Moon 
she asks the moon to tell the Prince that she has fallen in love with him. 

Antonin Dvorak: Rusalka’s Song to the Moon (The opera Rusalka 1900-1901) 
Gitta-Maria Sjöberg, sopran, Elena Jordan Ljungqvist, piano 

Presentation 10: 

Now it’s time for a duet with moonlight mirrored on another water surface: The most 
well-known song from The Tales of Hoffmann (Les contes d’Hoffmann) is probably 
Barcarolle (Belle nuit, ô nuit d'amour), in the second act of the opera. We find 
ourselves in Giiulietta’s palazzo at the Canal Grande in Venice. The poet Hoffmann 
has a muse who has disguised herself as Hoffmann’s best friend, Nicklausse. This in 
order to spy on Hoffmann and force him to choose between herself and his great 
love, Stella.  

Jacques Offenbach: Barcarolle (1876-80) 
Maria Jacobson Picasso, Gitta-Maria Sjöberg, Elena Jordan Ljungqvist, piano 

Presentation 11: We have already heard members of the horn quartet Quadricor, 
four musicians currently running an inhouse workshop during the whole festival. But 
now we’ll finally hear the whole quartet who will close the concert with a work by the 
Argentinian bandoneon player and composer,  Astor Piazzolla. It is Meditango from 
the album Libertango, one of the most well-known and influential 20th century tango 
compositions and a turning point for the tango with the creation of a new style  - 
tango nuevo – a mix of traditional tango and jazz, together with classical and rock 
elements. Meditango has been arranged for many different instruments and 
instrument combinations and we are going to hear an arrangement for four French 
horns. 

Astor Piazzolla (1921-1992) : Meditango (1974), arr.  Georg Köhler 
QuadriCor: Anton Doppelbauer, Damian Muller, Jernej Ciegler, Martin Reiser - 
French horn 

Presentation 12: Tomorrow, Thursday 9 July 14:00, we can hear QuadriCor’s own 
concert in Lungsund’s Church before the four musicians travel south again. Don’t 
miss this concert!  
With the festival Summermusic Lundsberg it has always been, and is still, our hope 
to be able to create an uplifting meeting place in a troubled world through music and 
art. The concert FAMILY & FRIENDS 2026 is now coming to its end and after 
QuadriCor’s version of Värmlandsvisan, a newly arranged version by Jernej Ciegler, 
we can all sing the first verse together with the our musicians. The text is printed in 
the programme.  
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Trad. / text Anders Fryxell / arr. Jernej Cigler Värmlandsvisan – Del 1 
QuadriCor: Anton Doppelbauer, Damian Muller, Jernej Ciegler, Martin Reiser - 
French horn, 

Trad. / text Anders Fryxell: Värmlandsvisan – Del 2 
Tutti 

The audience sings, the text is printed in the programme. 

 

Värmlandsvisan (1822/46) 
 
Ack, Värmland, du sköna, du härliga land,  
du krona bland Svea rikes länder!  
Och komme jag än mitt i det förlovade land,  
till Värmland jag ändå återvänder.  
Ja, där vill jag leva, ja, där vill jag dö.  
Om en gång ifrån Värmland jag tager mig en mö,  
så vet jag att aldrig jag mig ångrar. 
 

 


